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Introduction 


Many villages in India are famous for producing extraordinary pottery products. They expertise in molding clay 
with their hands to form various things like daily utility items, toys, and deities of worship since the ancient 
period. There is a wide range of pottery and clay crafts in India. Each state has distinct craft traditions that are an 
important source of income, as well as symbols of local identity and designs. Throughout the centuries, pottery 
has continued to evolve both as a craft and as an art. 


During the 1920s, Irish theatre artist and environmentalist North Richard moved to the village of Andretta in 
Kangra Valley’s Palampur district in Himachal Pradesh. It is a hub for artistic activity, which attracted renowned 
artists, theatre practitioners, painters, and potters over the years. Famous potter Gurcharan Singh and famed 
theatre and film personality Prithvi Raj Kapoor, legendary painter Sobha Singh, celebrated painter and sculptor B. 
C Sanyal are a few among eminent artists who visited this hub. Sadar Gurcharan Singh's little summer pottery has 
evolved into the thriving Andretta Pottery and Craft Society started by Sadar’s son Mini. Andretta Pottery and 
Craft Society was established in 1986. A museum of cultural heritage has a collection of Himachal village pottery. 
The Andretta Pottery is run by Mansimran “Mini” Singh, son of famous legendary potter Gurcharan Singh. The 
founder of Delhi Blue Art Pottery, Gurcharan Singh was responsible for introducing Studio art pottery into India. 
It is situated between the old Shuahk hills and the high range of the Dholadhar Himalaya. As well as being a 
production studio and making attractively designed earthen slipware, it also provides three months courses for 
aspiring potters. These courses include accommodation, food, and tuition fees. 


In Andretta Pottery, their major production is tableware utility, which consists of Cups, Bowls, and Plates. It’s all 
made up of natural terracotta, and the glazes used here are food-friendly glazes. Andretta Pottery is especially 
noticed because of two things: the products sold here are made up of natural terracotta. The second one is the 
slip trailing and designing. In Slip designing, diluted clay is used. The design works and the patterns they do here 
are derived from the Rangoli Patterns of Kangra, Himachal Pradesh. Over the years in Kangra, people slowly 
reduced the usage of Rangoli patterns and design works because of the arrival of plastic designs and stickers. So, 
Andretta Pottery kept that as a basic idea and implements those Rangoli designs and patterns on their Products 
to preserve these Rangoli designs in Art forms. Glaze Firing is done for all the Products from Andretta Pottery, 
so it is safe to be even used in Microwave Oven for baking. Andretta has become a sanctuary for potters and 
also a popular tourist attraction of the region. Nearby there is a village called Bir, located in the west of Joginder 
Nagar Valley in the state of Himachal Pradesh in northern India. It is a paragliding destination. Some homestays 
are catering to the tourists in Andretta; otherwise, regular accommodations are available at Palampur, a popular 
tourist destination. Andretta and Palampur enjoy pleasant weather most of the year. 
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The Andretta Pottery, a residential pottery class. 
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Glazed idols of Lord Ganesh kept for showcasing. Artisan shaping the terracotta to make pottery. 
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Flower embossed slip design on a bowl. 
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Mr. Shubham Sankhyan, Manager cum trainer in 
Andretta Pottery. 
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Artisan working on slip designing. 
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Tools and Raw Materials 


Tools and raw materials that are used for making Andretta pottery are: 
¢ Riverside Clay: It is derived from the riverside and used as basic raw material. 
¢ Mountain Clay: It is derived from the mountainside and used as basic raw material. 


¢ Sculpture Scraper, Knife, Carved Sludge Shaper: These are used for scraping off excess clay where it is too 
thick. 


* Sponge: It is used as a medium to smoothen the pottery products’ surface and helps in removing dust. 
¢ Slip Trailers and Paint Brush: These are used for creating slip designs on the products. 
* Colouring Oxides: These are used as an ingredient with china clay to get a variety of colours. 


Fluxes (Borax or B203): These are used to melt the glaze when pottery products are kept at high temperatures. 


Terracotta is used as a basic raw material in pottery Silica and Borax mixture used for glazing pottery 
making. products. 
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Slip trailers and colours are used for creating slip 
colouring oxides with clay. designs on the pottery products. 
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Silicon dioxide (SiO2 or Silica) is used as a major A set of slip colours is used to give different colours to 
ingredient in glazing pottery products. pottery products. 
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2. Tools and Raw Materials 


Glass Kiln is used to do high temperature firing on Kick Wheel - Both Manual and Electric Kick wheels are 
pottery products. used for making pottery. 
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Making Process 


The process starts with clay preparation. To prepare that, natural river clay and mountain clay are required. 
These clays can be found in the riverside and mountain regions in and around Andretta, Himachal Pradesh. After 
segregation, these clays are mixed in 60:40 proportion. When a product is done using this proportion, that 
product can sustain heat and give good regular usage consistency. Once the mixture is ready, the sieving pro- 
cess is done. Sieving is a process of separating unwanted stones and regimenting other dust impurities from the 
lump of raw clay using a Sieve. The Filtered clay is then mixed with an appropriate level of water and made into a 
perfect recipe for making pottery products. Next, that lump of clay is placed on the Kick Wheel for shaping. The 
Potter shapes the lump of clay using both hands while the wheel is rotating and makes a basic bowl structure. 
The shaped bowl is separated from the wheel using a nylon thread. The bowl is kept for drying. The bowl is then 
turned upside down and is kept on the Kick wheel again, and trimming is done. 


Trimming is a process of scraping off excess clay on the product where it is too thick. With the help of tools like 
Sculpture Scraper, Knife, and Carved Sludge Shaper, trimming is done. After trimming, the bowl is kept for drying 
for 1 hour. Then slip designing is done using slip trailers and a paintbrush. The designs used here are pre-defined 
designs. Kangra rangoli patterns are followed in these designs. The designed bowl is kept for complete drying for 
almost one day. Bisque firing is done after drying. 


In Bisque firing, the bowl is placed inside an electric burning kiln and fired up to 750 Degree Celsius. Once the fir- 
ing is done, the bowl becomes hard enough to sustain water into it. It also helps to avoid clay to get disintegrat- 
ed. Then glazing is done. In glazing, Silica and Fluxes like Borax are mixed with clay in a proper way to get different 
colours. Once it is mixed, the baked bowl is dipped into the glaze mixture. Now the bowl is kept for a day to dry 
again. In the final process, the bowl is kept inside Glass Kiln. Because of firing, the glaze particles melt, and the 
bowl becomes harder, and the design peeps out in a glazed manner on the bowl. 
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Flow Chart: 


SIEVING 
(Diernt Varbeties of clay oe ned are cipal 


showes and other deet imporsiios ere removed} 


SHAPING 
(The Potter shapes the loienp of clay oalng both 
huawei iis the bck while rotating) 


THIBCAIING 
(Borapgdng off mtn clay on Lhe predecd where 
DL Bi Bates 2 Shr ie 


BLIP DESIGHING 
(Oesigas are made on tral osling Bp Trellern 
med Paint 


BISBSUE FIniIng 
(Dane lather be make Dae elo eatin ater 
fines Ly 


GLAZING 
(Bowie are dipped indo glare mies be ool 
Cerca allie onions) 


GLASS FIRING 
(Pied ab bigh das piotuire bo mois the bel 
harder 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.ir 


Design Resource 
Andretta Pottery - Himachal 
Pradesh 


Oldest Pottery Studio 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


Source: 


3. Making Process 


To get started, a lump of raw clay is taken. 


A lump of clay placed on the Kick wheel for giving 
shape. 
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By using fingers artisan giving depth to the bowl. Bowl kept on the spinning Kick wheel after shaping. 
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Artisan using nylon thread to remove the shaped bowl Shaped bowl in the hands of the artisan. 
from the wheel. 


3. Making Process 
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Bowl kept for drying. 7 Turned upside down, the bowl is kept on the Kick wheel 
for trimming. 
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The knife used to trim the base layer. Artisan trimming to get a flat base. 
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Using wet sponge artisan smoothens the surface of the Using knife, artisan trimming the supporting base layer 
bowl. of the bowl. 
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Artisan adding circles using Slip trailers. 
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Floral designed bowl. _ | Artisan adding borders. 
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3. Making Process 


Designed bowl Kept for drying. Bowls kept inside electric Kiln. 
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Set of glaze coated products kept for firing. 


3. Making Process 


Bowl kept inside Kiln for a glaze firing. Artisan setting temperature for a glaze firing. 
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Beautifully glazed products. 
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Andretta Pottery - Himachal 
Pradesh The Potters sell their rangoli patterned glazed terracotta earthenware in their shops, in and around Kangra dis- 


trict, Himachal Pradesh, and also through CuroCarte. Andretta Pottery also participates in events and exhibitions 


Oldest Pottery Studio conducted by Dastkar and Dastkari Haat Samiti. The Potters’ major production is tableware utilities. Andretta 


by ; Pottery makes and sells products like Rustic Soup Set sold for 2600 INR. Concentric Story Glasses sold for 1400 
Prof. Bibhudutta Baral INR. Dripping Teal Jug sold for 2800. Hazel Rangoli Platter sold for 1600. Indigo Rangoli Curd Bowl sold for 2600. 
NID Campus, Bengaluru Modern Kolam Platter sold for 1400. Modern Rangoli Platter sold for 1600 INR. Teal Mug sold for 1700 INR. Tradi- 

tional Kolam Platter sold for 1500 INR. Prices may vary according to the size and designing work done on it. 
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Beautifully glazed bowl. 
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Floral designed bowl. Elegantly designed Rangoli patterned plate. 
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Antique glazed Chutney and Curd bowls. 
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Set of mugs with different sizes. 


4. Products 


A glazed terracotta fish. Serving bowl with different sizes and designs. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.c 


Design Resource 
Andretta Pottery - Himachal 
Pradesh 


Oldest Pottery Studio 
by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral 
NID Campus, Bengaluru 


~ Making Pr 
4. Products 


Set of a quarter plate with different Rangoli designs. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta Baral at NID, Bengaluru. 
You can get in touch with him at bibhudutta[at]nid.edu 


You can write to the following address regarding 
suggestions and clarifications: 


Key Contacts: 

Ms. Shubham Sankhyan 

The Andretta Pottery & Craft Society 
V.P.O Andretta, Dist Kangra-176103 HP 
India 

Phone: +91 01894-254248 

Mobile: 098163-14181 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com 
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